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Violent death according to Valens 

by Tania Daniels 

 

In his book II,
1
 Valens explains a method how to identify a violent death in natal charts. 

First, we have to establish, whether the birth is closer to a (preceding) Full Moon or a New Moon and then 

take the ruler of that which is closer. The ruler of the Full/New Moon is always the ruler of that sign, the 

Moon is in. 

Violent death is indicated: 

• When the ruler of the NM/FW is turned away  from its sign or is unfavorably situated  with an 

aspect to a malefic 

• If Mercury is in opposition to the Full Moon and is configured with malefics 

• If Mars, Saturn or Mercury are located in the sign of the Moon on the 14
th

  day 
2
 

• If there are malefics in the DC or the sign preceding (6
th

 house)  

• The 8
th

 place from the AC has the same influence  on the cause of death [if malefics are here]   

• and so does the 8
th

 place from the place of the lot of Fortune. 

It is necessary to examine the position of the lot of Fortune and its ruler to see in which sign they are 

located, because the kind of death is told by them. 

Valens than invites us to check, in which sign the New Moon occurs, because in the 8
th

 sign from that place, 

the Moon suffers an eclipse or loss of light. 

I put all of his information in the following table. 

New 

Moon in  

Destroyed 

in 

Death by 

 Aries Scorpio Mars destroys himself: suicide, accomplices in crime, 

bandits, murderers, death by animal attacks, fire, 

collapsing buildings, bleeding, attacks. 

Taurus Sagittarius Venus is destroyed by Jupiter. Death by luxurious living, 

stuffing with food, alcohol, sex, strokes while asleep or 

while relaxing. No distressing cause of death, unless 

configuration with malefic. 

Gemini Capricorn Mercury is destroyed by Saturn. death by black bile, 

painful cramps ore harmed in damp places by beasts or 

by crawling things. Condemntion to death, imprisoning, 

suffocation. Attacks by bandits or enemies. 

                                                           
1
 Riley translation, p. 55  

2
 I suppose Valens uses this expression just as a synonyme for Full Moon and does not refer to the 14

th
 day counting 

from birth. 
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Cancer Aquarius The Moon is destroyed by Saturn. Death by dampness 

or internal complaints from pains of the spleen and 

stomach, from vomiting fluids.Death on the sea, rivers, 

from chills, attacks of beasts or crawling things. Illness 

such as elephantiasis, jaundice, lunacy, poisoning, long 

imprisonment, and chronic fevers- Women die from 

paints in the breast, cancer, infirmities of the genitals 

or the womb, suffocation and arbotion. 

Leo Pisces The Sun is destroyed by Jupiter. 

Heart attacks, complaints in the liver. They are at risk in 

wet places or from moist complaints, falls, the ague, 

accidents in the bath, treachery of women. 

Virgo Aries Mercury is destroyed by Mars. A death by attacks of 

enemies or bandits, burns, collapsing buildings, 

blindness, imprisonment, the wrath of nobleman, from 

captivity, falls from animals or highc places, crushing of 

limbs, animal attacks Women die from collapsed 

uterus, abortions, hemorrhages, consumption. 

Libra Taurus Venus is destroyed by herself.  Suicide by poisoned 

drinks, snakebite, through self-starvation, excessive 

intercourse, excision of the uvula, drowning or by 

mutilation, blindness or paralysis. Attacked by females 

or fall from hight places or from animals. 

Scorpio Gemini Mars is destroyed by Mercury. Death by knife cuts to 

the genitals or the rump, from strangury, festering 

sores, choking, crawling things, violence, wars, attacks 

by bandits, assaults of pirates, by fire, impaling, attacks 

of beasts and crawling things. 

Sagittarius Cancer Jupiter is destroyed by the Moom. Death from 

disorders of the spleen, liver, stomach, from vomiting 

fluids or blood, falls from animals, attacks of ravenous 

beasts, collapsing buildings, shipwreck, wet places. 

They die from lunacy, blindness, feebleness. 

Capricorn Leo Saturn is destroyed by the Sun. Death fby heart attacks, 

fractures, accidents in the bath or from burns, through 

the wrath of kings and noblemen, by impaling, injuries 

from animals, falls from high places. 

Aquarius Virgo Saturn is destroyed by Mercury. They die by wasting  of 

the vitals, dropsy, elephantiasis, jaundice, fever, sword 
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slashes, dysentery, treachery of women. 

Pisces Libra Jupiter is destroyed by Venus. 

Death from moist complaints, poisoning,  painful fluxes 

or cramps, complaints of the genials or liver, sciatic, 

attacks of the beasts and crawling things 

 

We also have to take into account the influence of each planet on injuries and diseases. Each planet in 

conjunction or aspect will have the effect of adding its influence to the cause of death according to its 

nature. 

It is necessary to examine how the planets and their rulers are situated and aspected. 

• Malefics in conjunction with the signs or planets bring violent death.  

• Benefics indicate the cause of stress, injury, disease, or an attack of fever. 

Example: 

Gemini [when ruling the 1
st

  house and thus representing “live”] is 

destroyed by Capricorn and Aquarius [when ruling the 1
st

  house] 

is destroyed by  Virgo, thus Mercury by Saturn and Saturn by 

Mercury.  If both are in opposition or square [in whatever house], 

they cause men to have short lives or a wretched death, since the 

life giver and the ruler of death are opposed. [We have to assume 

that the destroying planet must be in one of his domiciles or else 

in the domicile of the planet he is going to destroy].  

On the right you can see a hypothetical chart in which the possible 

positions for the Mercury-Saturn couple in opposition are evidenced 

(for Gemini rising). 

If they have no relationship, but simply behold [aspect] each other, without being in their domiciles, they 

bring setbacks, trials, exile and other temporary misfortunes.  

Mars and Mercury aspects have the same effect [supposing Virgo or else Scorpio rising]. 
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Let us now have a look at Valen’s example charts. 

 

In all examples the Full/New Moon position is shown by the red 

Mars. 

Example Nr. 1: 

This native was born following a Full Moon in Capricorn, so we have 

to examine the Moon (red) and its dispositor Saturn (also called 

ruler of the Full Moon).Mars is in opposition to the Full Moon and 

Saturn was “turned away” from the Moon.
3
 This is an indication of 

violent death. 

The lot of death (the 8
th

 place counting from the lot of Fortune) is in 

Pisces, together with the Moon. This describes that death will occur in a place linked to water.  

The native died in the bath, drowned in the water. 

 

Example Nr. 2 

The birth was preceded by a Full Moon; the Moon was in Virgo, 

disposed by Mercury. 

Mars rules Daimon (the lot of spirit) and is in opposition to it.
4
 The 

8
th

 place of death (counting from Fortune) is in Sagittarius, where 

the Moon is. Saturn overcomes them by a superior square in the 

sign of the Full Moon (Virgo).  

Mercury, the ruler of the Full Moon is in opposition to Saturn  and 

his own domicile in the birth chart. 

The native was beheaded. 

 

Example Nr. 3: 

The ruler of the Full Moon, Saturn, is turned away. 

Saturn, Fortune, Mars and Mercury are in the same place. 

Saturn rules the 8
th

 place from Gemini (Capricorn) and thus 

destroys Mercury. 

                                                           
3 

In other words, Saturn, the dispositor of the Moon does not aspect the Moon. 
4
 As this is a day time chart, count from the Sun to the Moon clockwise (4 signs ) and subtract this distance (4 signs) 

from the AC: the lot of Spirit is in Scorpio. 
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Mars rules the 8
th

  place from Mercury’s other sign, Virgo, and thus destroys Mercury, too. 

Mercury rules the 8
th

 place from Aquarius  and thus destroys Saturn. 

All of these three planets are in square aspect with the Moon. 

Jupiter was in the lot of death and in opposition to the Sun and out of sect, thus not being of any help for 

the native, who was beheaded. 

 

Example Nr. 4 

The birth followed a New Moon In Capricorn. Valens unfortunately 

does not give us the position of the lot of fortune. 

As we know, the Sun (Leo) destroys Saturn (Capricorn) in this case. 

The Sun is linked to Saturn by a superior trine and overcomes 

Saturn. 

Mars, the malefic out of sect, is conjunct the Sun in the domicile of 

Saturn. 

Mars rules the 1
st

  house (head) and is conjunct the New Moon. He 

also rules the 8
th

 in the birth chart. 

The person was beheaded. 

 

Example Nr. 5 

The birth is preceded by a New Moon in Aquarius. Saturn 

(Aquarius) is destroyed by  Mercury, who is in Saturn’s other 

domicile. 

The Lot of Fortune is in Virgo and the lot of death in Aries. Both 

rulers are in opposition. 

Both planets happen to be in wet signs (Valens also associates 

Capricorn with water, as the constellation’s symbol is a goatfish 

half earth, half water). And  Mars is on the DC. 

Valens says that the native was “roasted” while relaxing in the 

bath.  
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Example Nr. 6 

Saturn (Capricorn, ruler of the NM) is destroyed by  the Sun, which 

is in his sign. Also, Aquarius on the AC (ruled by Saturn) is destroyed 

by Mercury (Virgo). Both are conjunct. 

Mars opposes the AC from a fiery sign.  

Jupiter rules the place of death (Pisces). Mercury (ruler 8
th

 house) 

and Saturn (AC ruler) are in superior aspect to the place of death. 

The native was burned alive. 

 

Example Nr. 7 

The birth was preceded by a Full Moon in Cancer, its ruler is the 

Moon itself. 

Mars is conjunct the (Full) Moon, opposes the Sun and overcomes 

the (natal) Moon. Mars is a natural significator for predators. 

The 8
th

 place falls in Taurus, a quadruped sign, where Saturn is. 

(Saturn also rules the 8
th

 house). 

The native was thrown to the lions. 

 

 

Example Nr. 8 

This person was born on a New Moon in Gemini. 

Mars (ruler of the 4
th

, grave) opposes the AC. 

The ruler of the lot of Fortune is Saturn, who is in the 8
th

 place of 

death, which also corresponds to his natal 8
th

 house. 

Saturn is overcome by Venus. 

The native was killed by a poison. 
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Example Nr. 9 

The birth was preceded by a Full Moon, its ruler is Mars. 

The (natal) Moon is opposed by Mars and squared by Saturn. The 

ruler of Daimon (lot of spirit) is  in Cancer and its ruler Moon is in 

opposition to the ruler of the prenatal Full Moon. 

The native died in bilge water. 

 

Example nr. 10  

The birth was preceded by a New Moon in Leo. 

Saturn, the ruler of the 8
th

 place of death (Capricorn) is 

conjunct Fortune and in superior square to Mercury, ruler of 

the lot of Fortune (Gemini). 

Mars is opposed to the 8
th

 place of death. 

The Sun, ruler of the New Moon and the natal Moon are not 

configured. 

 

 

Example Nr. 11 

Jupiter, the ruler of Fortune, is in the Descendant conjunct 

Mars. The 8
th

 place of death is in Cancer. 

Saturn is in the 8
th

 place of death, trining the Moon.
5
 Mars is in 

opposition to his own house (Scorpio). 

Libra is destroyed by Venus, who is conjunct the ruler of the 

place of death. 

Jupiter the ruler Fortuna is conjunct Mars on the DC. 

The native was thrown to the lions. (Mercury ruler of the 8
th

 is 

in a quadruped sign). 

                                                           
5
 Valens says that “Saturn the ruler of the Full Moon is turned away”. This makes no sense, as he is not the ruler of the 

Full Moon (he rules Libra by exaltation) nor is he turned away, as the he and Moon are configured by trine. 


